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required to consider the broad range of issues addressed in such guidelines? that would decrease the likelihood that important considerations would be neglected or that
uninformed judgment would occur*
Flexibility
The Committee espouses flexible guidelines. Rigid guide-lines, which permit no variation, might preclude the consideration of relevant scientific information peculiar to a particular chemical and thus force assessors to use inference options that are not appropriate in a given case. Also, rigid guidelines might mandate the continued use of concepts that become obsolete with new scientific developments. Large segments of the scientific community would undoubtedly object to such guidelines as incompatible with the use of the best scientific judgment for policy decisions.
Flexibility can be introduced by the incorporation of default options. The assessor would be instructed to use a designated (default) option unless specific scientific evidence suggested otherwise* The guidelines would thus permit exceptions to the general case, as long as each exception could be justified scientifically. Such justifications would be reviewed by the scientific review panels and by the public under procedures described above. Guidelines could profitably highlight subjects undergoing relatively rapid scientific development (e.g., the use of metabolic data for inter species comparisons) and any other components in which exceptions to particular default options were likely to arise. They should also attempt to present criteria for evaluating whether an exception is justified.
Presenting the Results of the Assessment
Conclusions based on a large number of sequential, discretionary choices necessarily entail a large, cumulative uncertainty. The degree of uncertainty may be masked to some extent when, in the final form of an assessment, risk is presented as a number with an associated measure of statistical significance. If they are to be most instructive to decision-makers, assessments should provide some insight into qualitative characteristics of the data and interpretations that may impute more or less certainty to the final results.